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on which they were based have been handed down
from countless generations, and the manner in which
the payment of land revenue to a chosen centre arose
can now almost certainly be traced. In its origin
the arrangement was democratic rather than mo-
narchal But what concerns us is the steady .pro-
sperity and marvellous continuity of these village
communities, which were the main element of a
society where the enormous majority of the popula-
tion was agricultural. Thorough masters of their
own method qf tillage, and well able to deal with
problems of irrigation in dry regions which our own
engineers have so far failed to grapple with success-
fully, they are self-supporting, and practically inde-
pendent of all outsiders. These little republics have
each and all their headman, who is chiefly supported
by the community which he represents in respect to
the government, and administers in a popular way
the business of the community in regard to the
division of lands, the apportionment of water, etc.
The accountant the watchman, the priest, followed
by the smith, the carpenter, the barber, the potter, and
others, have all their places in the little society, who
are all dependent for their support upon the agricul-
ture of the group, and hand on their avocations
from father to son from generation to generation.

If another village is formed, though the extent of
territory and number of inhabitants may be different,.
the same functionaries are provided for, and all take
their part in some way in the communal business.
In such a case there is absolutely no complete
property, but the whole village is responsible for
the payment, through the headman, of its percentage